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Ceramic Board Reproduction of Kitora Tomb Stone Chamber
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Commission by the Agency for Cultural Affairs

Since our company was founded in 1973, we have created and reproduced many traditional Japanese paintings,
collaboration works with artists and original works.

Above all, the opening of the Otsuka Museum of Art in 1998 represented a compilation of our reproduction technologies
in architecture, paintings and mural paintings.

We have also created ceramic reproductions of such historic sites, ‘Cave 323 of The Mogao Caves (Gansu, China)’ ,
‘Pranidhi scene 14 of Bezeklik (Gaochang, China)’ and ‘The mural paintings of the Takamatsuzuka Tumulus (Nara, Japan)’.

Those achievements and our technological capability were highly praised by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, and we
were commissioned to reproduce ‘Kitora Tomb Stone Chamber’ in 2009. The reproduction consists of 6 wall parts, Blue
Dragon on East wall, White Tiger on West wall, Vermilion Bird on South wall, Black Turtle on North wall, the ceiling and the
floor.

However, this mission was very different from other projects in many aspects, both in quality and detail. That is this
Ceramic Board Reproduction.
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Japanese traditional painting Otsuka Museum of Art Kansai University
‘Rakuchu Rakugai Zu: ‘Sistine Hall’ ‘Reproduction of Wall painting
Scenes In and Around Kyoto’ Takamatsuzuka Tomb’

(Otsuka Hieizansou)

P KiFA— I, REBNAN : http://www.ohmi.co.jp/track-record/
P Visit the Achievements, Otsuka Ohmi Ceramics Co., Ltd. : http://www.ohmi.co.jp/en/track-record/
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What is Kitora Tumulus ?

Kitora Tumulus

Special Historic Site Kitora Tumulus has mural paintings in its
stone chamber; an astronomical chart on the ceiling, and four
gods and twelve zodiac animals on the walls. The Kitora
Tumulus is believed to have been constructed between the 7th
and early 8th centuries. It was found in the south side slopes of
Mt. Abe located in the south of the Takamatsuzuka Tumulus in
Asuka village, Nara prefecture in Japan.

The stone chamber of the Kitora Tumulus is decorated with
vividly colored 1300-year-old mural paintings. It is the second
of such historical asset in Japan, first being the Takamatsuzuka
mural paintings, and it was designated as a National Historic
Site in year 2000.

Mural paintings at present

However, the mural paintings had already suffered from
severe deterioration. Its preservation became the highest
priority, and the mural paintings had to be urgently removed.

At present, all the mural paintings have been removed, and
those are under restoration and preservation. The surrounding
area of the stone chamber has been buried again and closed
up. Therefore, no one is able to view the inside of the stone
chamber.
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